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I 
t was going to be a great day! The suburbs 
of Chicago, Illinois were having their parades 
and gatherings to celebrate the fourth of Ju-

ly. People were coming alive again and celebra-
tions were back. Things seemed to be moving in 
the direction of normality post-pandemic. It was 
a great day to celebrate the freedoms we now 
enjoy, thanks to the sacrifices of countless ser-
vicemen and women. 
 
Amidst this celebration of freedom, Highland 
Park, a small community of 30,000, was suddenly 
under lockdown. At approximately 10:15 am CST 
during a parade in this community, a gunman 
opened fire, killing 7 and injuring 30.  
 
Pictures of the downtown area of Highland Park 
show articles of clothing, along with blankets, 
lawn chairs and other items that had been put in 
place for the parade. These items were left be-
hind in the confusion of the moment as the 
sound of repeated gunshots caused people to 
run for their lives. 
 
One witness asked the vital question, “Are we 
safe anywhere?” We have experienced school 
shootings, church shootings and multiple lives 
have been lost at the hands of young gunmen. 
This is becoming the new norm! 
 
This newsletter’s mission is to provide encour-
agement to the discouraged and hope for those 
without hope. We have chosen to provide a pro-
verbial “cup of cold water” to those who are dis-
traught by life. As I wrote this article, I heard the 
sirens of police cruisers. I felt a chill in the air 
that created a sinister atmosphere of hopeless-
ness. I’m at a loss for words. I asked what I could 
say to encourage you, but I am reaching for 
words of encouragement myself. 
 
We are living in a dangerous time. Human life is 
seemingly of little value in our current climate. 
Perhaps like me you, too, are at a loss for words. 

In these times, we ask questions such as, Is God 
still there? and, Is there a word from the Lord? 
 
I write to you today with the news on my tablet 
in one hand and the Word of God just a few 
clicks away to remind you (and myself) that even 
when things don’t make sense, we can put our 
trust in the Lord! Trusting Him doesn’t mean 
that our pain will instantly go away. It doesn’t 
mean that we will immediately feel better. It 
doesn’t mean that we will have answers to all of 
our emotional questions. 
 
I remember a sign at a church in Evanston where 
I preached many times. It was on the back wall 
of the church and very visible from the pulpit. 
The words on the sign said, “Jesus will carry you 
through!” 
 
I don’t know what you are feeling in light of re-
cent circumstances, but I do know this: In the 
midst of my greatest experiences of despair, the 
Lord has not failed me! He reminds us in His 
Word: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word [of God].” As our desire for His 
Word increases, we learn to put our trust in Him 
(Psalm 37:3). Ongoing trust opens the doors in 
our relationship with Him so that we can delight 
in Him (Psalm 37:4). 
 
There are a lot of wonderful things to enjoy in 
this world, but they are only for a season. When 
our delight is in Him, we can find a never-ending 
supply of encouragement and hope in His grace. 
 
A lot has happened during the July 4 holiday 
weekend. But take heart — we can find great as-
surance in knowing that no matter how grim the 
circumstances or how dismal life may be, these 
five words are still true: “Jesus will carry you 
through”! 
 
- Dr. L.W. Edwards 
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E 
veryone loves a winner. On October 7, 1916, one col-
lege football team took winning to extremes. Georgia 
Tech matched up against Cumberland University. By 

the time the game was over, Georgia Tech had a record-
setting 222 points, to Cumberland’s 0. Georgia Tech had 32 
touchdowns in the game, but Cumberland could not even 
manage a first down. 
 
Growing up and playing sports, I remember my mother 
used to tell me someone has to win and someone has to 
lose. This was true, but I wanted to win. Losing can be de-
moralizing. Have you ever seen kids who have a hard time 
losing? After the game is over, they sit on the sidelines and 
cry. (I know, because I used to be one of those kids.)  
 
Just as bad, if not worse, are the kids who haven’t learned 
how to win with grace. They’re the ones who rub their vic-
tory in the other kids’ faces. They put the other kids down 
with humiliating insults. They make everyone else miserable 
with their inflated view of themselves and their conde-
scending, winner-take-all attitudes. No one wants to be 
around them. 
 
Old habits die hard. Sometimes as adults, we respond in 
these childish ways to winning and losing the ongoing po-
litical, social and cultural debates in our world. We take 
sides aligned with our worldview, and feel our side has to 
win. If our side loses, we cry foul or complain. If our side 
wins, we celebrate. 
 
Recently the Supreme Court ruled to overturn the court 
case “Roe v. Wade,” removing the federal right to abortion. 
Many may feel, as the dissenting justices expressed in their 
opinion, the ruling is a loss for women. They feel women 
have been deprived of their fundamental rights. 
 
Those who are pro-life considered the Supreme Court’s 
decision a victory for the rights of the unborn. They see it 
as another step toward creating a culture of life in the Unit-
ed States. 
 
As a Christian who stands on the Bible’s teaching that all 
stages of life are precious (Psalm 139), I am thankful for the 
Supreme Court’s decision on “Roe v. Wade.” Many babies 
will be spared from premature death because of laws states 
have put in place to protect them. This is an important 
moral victory everyone should celebrate, regardless of po-
litical affiliation. 
 

More Important Than Winning 
At the same time, there is something even more important 
than winning in the divisive abortion issue. In Romans 
12:10, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” 
It means I am called to show love and respect for others, 
even more than I desire victory. 
 

Love Listens 
What does this love and respect look like in real life? First, 
love listens. Cathy Harris, a woman who had an abortion 
and later became a pro-life advocate said, “I had a lot of 
women who came alongside me and just let me talk. I think 
sometimes we don’t come alongside someone because we 
don’t know what to do or we don’t know what to say. I 
think for me it was, I just needed to be heard. I needed 

someone to just listen to the feelings that I had bottled up 
inside of me that I was scared to share with someone.” 
 
You don’t have to know what to do. You don’t have to have 
the perfect response. Just listen. That’s what love does.  
 

Love Understands 
After we have listened, love makes an effort to understand. 
In a “Wall Street Journal” op-ed (pay wall at link), writer 
Peggy Noonan stated, “The vast majority of human beings 
on both sides [of Roe v. Wade] are utterly sincere and oper-
ating out of their best understanding of life. . . . This long 
life tells me the overwhelming majority of people held their 
views for serious reasons. They sincerely saw the prohibi-
tion of abortion as a sin against women; they sincerely saw 
abortion on demand as a sin against life. 
 
“You have to respect the opposing view.” We will never al-
ways agree on everything; but we do not have to be disa-
greeable. In so doing, we show Christ’s love to the other 
person. 
 
Someone once said, “Everyone does what makes sense to 
them.” My actions or opinions may not make sense to you, 
and vice versa. That doesn’t have to spell the end of our 
friendship. As we interact with one another, Christian love 
compels us to put on the other person’s glasses, to walk in 
their shoes, to enter their world. If they are not a believer, 
this may be an opportunity to share the love of Christ! 
 

Love Meets Needs 
Love serves. You may know a woman who is unmarried and 
faces an unplanned pregnancy. She doesn’t need a lecture 
– she probably already feels guilty. She doesn’t need judg-
ment and condemnation. Instead, share resources which 
will help her. If you know young women who are in rela-
tionships, encourage them to set healthy boundaries. Work 
with your spouse to befriend and mentor them. Model for 
them an honorable relationship with your spouse. Ladies, 
offer to become their confidante and counselor. Love 
doesn’t watch from the sidelines, but it gets in the game. 
 

Love Tells the Truth 
Finally, and only after listening and understanding and 
serving, love speaks the truth. Children are precious in 
God’s eyes. Pastor Kevin DeYoung has officiated the funer-
als of miscarried babies and grieved his own. In his op-ed 
article, he said this, “In every case, the tears tell us what we 
already know: The baby in the womb is not a mere fetus, a 
potential human being whose worth depends upon our 
choice, but a precious child ready to be nurtured, support-
ed and loved.” 
 
Men, women and children need to hear this truth. Long 
after we have forgotten who won or lost the abortion de-
bate, the truth will remain. And it has power to set others 
free. They will be more likely to accept it if it comes from 
someone who truly loves them — someone like you, who 
listens, understands and serves.  

- Cameron Edwards 

LOVE FOR NEIGHBOR DEFEATS LOVE TO WIN 
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