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young man sits and ponders over his

childhood memories. We will call him

Sam. He thinks about experience after

experience that was a highlight in his
life. He remembers his first athletic trophy that
had made his mother so proud; his first “A” on his
report card; his first good report during the Parent
-Teacher Meeting in elementary school when his
mother returned home and shared the positive
comments from his third grade teacher. He re-
membered when he was baptized, and his mother
stood there proud of her son’s important step of
faith.

Sam’s memories continued, each one creating
greater excitement than the one before it. But for
all of Sam’s special memories, not a single one in-
cluded a time with his father. Like so many young
people who have grown up in a household with-
out the dad present, Sam felt his dad’s absence
relationally, although he was physically present.
Sam could remember his first-grade teacher and
the things he learned that year. He could re-
member the excitement of winning his first
spelling bee in third grade. He remembered a
note from one of his male teachers who gave

him an “A” and called him one of the bright ‘

lights.in class. He remembered the fifth-grade
drama teacher who had no part for him in the
school play, but saw the sadness in his eyes and
wrote in an extra part just for him. But there
was not one happy time that Sam could remem-
ber with his dad. There were no memories of a
hug, a pat on the back, or anything that Sam re-
members that attached him to his father. :

When Sam thinks about his dad, the only mem-

ories that linger are from those scary nigi'xts
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when his dad came home drunk and beat up his
mother. Sometimes the fights were so loud and
explosive that Sam’s mother had to take him and
his little brother to spend the rest of the night
with a friend until a few days went by and his dad
was sober again. In spite of the pain at home,
Sam’s mother always insisted that Sam and his
brother stay in church. It was there Sam befriend-
ed a young man who acted like a big brother.
Though to this day, Sam doesn’t remember any
special moments with his dad, he has a list of
times this big brother involved him in his life.

Our nation has over 25 million children under the
age of 18 who go to bed in a home without a fa-
ther. Hey Dad, you probably know a few Sams in
your church or community, or maybe a Sam lives
right next door! On this Father’s Day, accept the
challenge to help create some special memories
for the Sam(s) God has allowed to cross your
path!
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' From all of us at Bibleway, we want to

| wish the fathers on our distribution list a
‘ | happy Father’s Day! We hope you will

i never underestimate the degree of your
influence on the next generation.
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