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ood morning, Mr. Phelps. Your mis-
sion, should you decide to accept it, 
is to [complete this mission]. As al-
ways, should you or any of your IM 

Force be caught or killed, the Secretary will disa-
vow any knowledge of your actions.” 
 
Many Baby Boomers will remember the charac-
ter Mr. Phelps, who had a special team that was 
given seemingly impossible missions. Each mis-
sion could result in their capture and/or demise. 
We watched week after exciting week as this 
team did the impossible, from rescuing a nation-
al leader to deposing a dictatorship that had 
taken over a foreign country. Each week, the 
team successfully completed its mission, no 
matter how dangerous it became. 
 

Mission Impossible 
Over 2,000 years ago, God set forth on a mission 
that seemed impossible to the natural man. It 
was a mission that forever changed man’s rela-
tionship with Him. Galatians 4:4–5 says, “But 
when the fullness of time come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons.” 
 
Unlike the fictitious characters who always sur-
vived their adventures in the “Mission Impossi-
ble” TV series, God’s mission would only be ac-
complished through His Son’s death. During this 
mission, His Son gave up His throne in Heaven 
to become a man. He came into this unwelcom-
ing world as a baby. From the time of His birth, 
He was surrounded with death threats and plots 
that would eventually end His life. Difficult as His 
mission was, it was sustained by the wonderful 
love of God. 
 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John show God’s Son 
as more than a man. He taught like a teacher, 

healed like a doctor and, to fulfill His mission, He 
died like a Savior. 
 

The Ultimate Love Story 
The “Mission Impossible” series never tells us 
why Mr. Phelps’ team placed their lives in great 
danger or what their reward would be. The 
Apostle John perfectly explains God’s divine ob-
jective in sending His Son was to demonstrate 
His love. This mission is the greatest love story 
that has ever been told. It was made possible by 
the grace of God. It was fulfilled as a result of 
the promise of God in the Garden of Eden in 
Genesis 3:15. It was wrapped in the love of God. 
 
Even though this mission was completed over 
2,000 years ago, we still experience the rewards 
of its success when another soul is saved. Maybe 
you consider it mission impossible for a holy 
God to accept someone unholy such as you or 
me. The cross tells a different story. As Jesus’ 
arms were stretched wide, He asked for our sins 
to be forgiven so that if we put our trust in Him, 
we will receive eternal life.  
 
Now your mission, should you decide to accept 
it, is to share this love with someone else! 
 

- Dr. L.W. Edwards 
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alentine’s Day is a day much of the world 
considers “the most romantic day of the 
year.” On this day, couples express their 

affection through cards, candy and flowers which 
remind them of their love for one another. Yet 
for those of us who are still waiting for that spe-
cial someone, February 14 can be a bittersweet 
reminder of our singleness — unless we learn to 
wait well. Having the right perspective makes all 
the difference. 
 
We can develop this perspective by learning 
from some of the biggest names in Scripture 
who experienced a period of singleness before 
finding a spouse. People like Isaac, Ruth and Ad-
am each had unique experiences in singleness 
which provide helpful insight.  
 

Isaac: God Works as We Wait (Genesis 24) 
As a single man of 40 years old, Isaac had no 
marriage prospects in sight — and he wasn’t 
looking, until . . . . 
 
One day, his father, Abraham asked a servant to 
assist him in finding a wife for Isaac. The servant 
prayed for guidance, and, through a series of di-
vinely directed events, met Rebekah. Remarkably, 
the young woman agreed to become Isaac’s 
wife, and they were married. Stunned by God’s 
answer to his prayer, the servant became a be-
liever himself.  
 
When God directs our story, we don’t need to 
influence the outcome. He moves the characters 
in the right way and at the right time so His pur-
pose is accomplished. He is always working in 
our lives, even when we are unaware. While we 
are waiting, He is busy preparing us and the per-
son He has for us. His purpose for our story is 
ultimately His glory — and this includes the posi-
tive impact our story will have on others. 
 

Ruth: Wait and Serve (Ruth 1–4) 
Ruth had fallen on hard times in the land of Mo-
ab (currently Jordan). Death had visited her, her 
sister-in-law and mother-in-law, claiming the 
lives of each of their husbands. Overcome with 
grief because of these losses, Ruth’s mother-in-
law Naomi decided to return to her hometown 
of Bethlehem in Israel. Although Bethlehem of-
fered little hope of a better life for Ruth, she 
chose to follow and care for Naomi. 

Through a series of events, Ruth met and even-
tually married a farmer named Boaz. From this 
story that began with sadness, God brought joy 
which ended with Ruth becoming a part of the 
family line of King David and Jesus. 
 
Perhaps after unexpected turns in your relation-
ship, you are feeling hopelessness or discourage-
ment. Know that in the middle of your circum-
stances, God is still working in the background. 
Your pain is a unique opportunity to serve oth-
ers. As you give of yourself, God will give favor 
with the right people, at the right time and in the 
right place. 
 

Adam: God Prepares and Provides, Even 

When We Are Unaware (Genesis 2:15–25) 
After God created Adam, He gave him a respon-
sibility to care for the Garden of Eden and to 
name the animals. Each creature had a mate 
which perfectly complemented it, but Adam had 
no counterpart of his own. That was when, for 
the very first time, God said something was not 
good. Adam needed companionship, so God 
created a helpmate for him. He then presented 
her to Adam and she became his wife.  
 
God knows our needs and desires before we 
even express them. He knows what is best for us. 
With our best interests at heart, He always gives 
us what we need, when we need it most. There-
fore, we can put our ultimate hope for a relation-
ship in Him. 
 
If we want to have the right perspective while we 
wait for a mate, the insights from these biblical 
characters can help us. God is the ultimate Au-
thor of love stories. We can trust His timing, 
knowing He is working behind the scenes to car-
ry out His perfect plan for us — and through us 
for others. We can trust His ability to repurpose 
our relational disappointments so we can serve 
others, knowing He has not forgotten us. We 
can trust His sovereignty over the details of our 
relationships to bring about outcomes far better 
than we can imagine. We can trust His 
knowledge of our needs and His power to sup-
ply them. We can wait well, because we trust in 
a God who does all things well. 
 

- Cam Edwards 
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